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Summer Roller Hockey 

We are pleased to announce that we will 
be offering the Summer Roller Hockey 
program again this year. The program is 
open to any and all hockey and non-
hockey players in the Coulee region. This 
is a great way to try hockey if you have 
never played or just to keep your skills up 
in the off-season.  The schedule has 
changed a bit from last year.  It will run 
from May 5th thru July 30th every Tuesday 
and Thursday.  

Mites and Squirts will play from 6-7:15 pm, 
Peewee and Bantams 7:15-8:30pm and 
Midget/High school and Adults 8:30-10pm. 

The cost of the program is $70.00 for the 
13-week session.  If you sign-up before 
April 18th you will get a $10.00 discount.  
Registration forms are available on the 
TYH website or at Clafton Skate.  If you 
have any questions, please email Mike 
McCaffrey at 
mikemccaffrey@tornadoyouthhockey.org. 

 

Congratulations to 
everyone on a wonderful 
season.    
 

Here are the  
state tournament 
results: 

Onalaska/Holmen 
Tornado Youth Hockey Association 
P.O. Box 503 
Onalaska, WI 54650-0503 
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Up and Coming Events 
2009 

 
Apr il 
April 14 – April Board Meeting 
 
May 
May 5 – Roller Hockey Begins 
May 12 – May Board Meeting 

·   Mite A 
- 8th Place 

 

·   Squir t A 
- 3rd Place 

 

·   Squir t C 
- Consolation Champs 

 

·   PeeWee A 
- 6th Place 

 

·   PeeWee B 
- Consolation Champs 

 

·   PeeWee C 
- 7th Place 

 

·   Bantams 
- 7th Place 

 

·   Midgets 
- 7th Place 
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Executive Board 
President:  Lisa Altreuter 
Vice-President:  Shelly LaPlount 
Secretary:  Debbie Post 
Treasurer:  Mike Gargaro 
 
The Executive Board can be reached by email at 
tyh.execboard@tornadoyouthhockey.org. 
The Board of Directors can be reached by email at 
tyh.board@tornadoyouthhockey.org. Or, you can 
contact any individual director by looking up their 
contact information on the official web page of the 
Tornado Youth Hockey Association at 
http://www.tornadoyouthhockey.org/contact.cfm. 

 
Tornado Youth Hockey Newsletter 
YOU CAN SUBMIT HOCKEY NEWS! 
Anyone in the association can share 
information about each level of hockey.  This 
is not limited to just coaches and/or 
managers.  
If you have anything exciting to share in the 
Newsletter, you can send it to me via e-mail.  
My plan is to have the monthly newsletter 
submitted by the end of the first week of each 
month. 
Please give me sufficient time to get it into the 
next issue.  I need contact information and 
details of what you would like to share.  Also, 
pictures are a great way to get everyone to 
notice and the kids like it too.  
Thanks!      LeAnn Dirks 
leanndirks@tornadoyouthhockey.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Directors     
League Rep. (WMHL) - Tim Flood 
Midget Rep. - Vicky Gunderson 
Bantam Rep. – Bill Treanor 
PeeWee Rep. – Jim Havlicek 
Squirt Rep. - Karen Kenny 
Mite Rep. – Inga Strain 
Mite Rep. – Daniel Garret 
Managers Rep. – Jeanette Hawkinson 
Coach Rep. – Mike McCaffrey 
Fundraising Rep. - Stephanie Dabrowski 
 
 
Committee Chairs 
Registrar – Jeanette Hawkinson 
Service Hours – Annette O’Hern 
Referee Scheduler (Mites, Squirt, PW) – Denise 
Knutson 
Referee Scheduler (Bantam, Midget) – Stacy Havlik 
Ice Scheduler – Vacant 
Rink 1 Manager – Tom Seiler 
Rink 2 Manager – Brett Flick 
Tornado Watch Newsletter – LeAnn Dirks 
Tournament Director – Jeff Dehning 
3 on 3 Tournament Coordinator – Mike Weber 
State Tournament Director – Vacant 
Clothing – JoAnn Marcon 
Sucker Pull Sales – Stephanie Dabrowski 
Jerseys – Bridget Kendall 
Goalie Equipment – Jim Havlicek 
ACE Coordinator – Mike McCaffrey 
Picture Coordinator – Shalli Henson 
Parade Coordinator – Megan Tomlinson 
Extravaganza Coordinator –  Julie Keskimaki-
Oberweiser and Dawn King 
New Skater Program Coordinator – Tanya Hefti 
Public Relations – Kim Zinda 
 
 

Article submissions should be sent to 
LeAnn Dirks at 
leanndirks@tornadoyouthhockey.org 
by the 5th of each month. 
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Midget/JV       
This has been a wonderful year.  We had a 
team of 14 kids, which included six seniors, 
(Ben Holzer, Trace Brueske, Nate Ganrude, 
Danny Christianson, Kyle Case and Jay 
Gunderson), two juniors (Colt Havlik, and 
Christian Lunde),  four sophomores (Hank 
Glover, Nick Stelloh, Jack Ringhand, David 
LaGrange ), our new freshman goalie ( 
Noah White) and an exchange student from 
the Czech Republic(Ivo Cerman).  We 
played a total of 26 games, which included 
going to the High School Division 2 State 
Tournament.  Our record for the season was 
18-1-7.  We went to Albert Lea, MN to be in 
the Junior Gold tournament in January 
playing teams from Blaine, White Bear Lake 
and the RAVE and ended up bringing home 
the first place trophy.  
At our home tournament in February we 
took on Rochester, Superior, Eden Prairie, 
and Des Moines losing only in the 
championship game against Des Moines to 
take second place. 
Even at the State tournament in Sauk City, 
WI our games were intense and very close.  
Our first game on Friday night we lost 2-3 
against SHAW from the Milwaukee area.  In 
our second game we lost to Southwest 
Madison area 1-2, but came back to win the 
final game against Portage County taking 
7th place in the tournament. 
Our season has been a bittersweet one 
knowing that 1/2 of our team will be moving 
on to other things next year.  We had a 
genuine team effort throughout the season 
having all 14 of our players score at least 
one goal for the season and have at least 
one assist.   We have a genuine group  of 
kids out there who not only look out for each  
 

other on the ice but also off the ice.  We had 
our team banquet up at the state tournament 
on Saturday night and I can honestly say it 
was the best banquet I have ever been too.  
At the banquet one of the guys on our team 
told it all in one sentence when he said, 
"You know what makes our team so special, 
we©re not just a team, we©re a family!"  And 
you know, I couldn©t have said it better 
myself.  Thank you Coach Quentin for 
coaching our team and for all the time and 
effort you put into helping our boys out.  And 
thank you team for a wonderful season! 
We wish the very best to all of you in your 
future adventures. 
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Midget/JV (cont.)    
During the Midget Home Tournament, 
February 20 – 22, the team collected 
supplies for troops in Iraq.   David 
LaGrange’s father, a soldier stationed in 
Iraq, told of the need of everyday basic 
supplies for the troops.  The Midget team 
took the challenge and collected several 
items for the cause.    
 
Paul LaGrange 
gladly handed out 
the items collected 
and would like to 
thank everyone for 
their donations.    
 
The Iraqi Troops 
expressed their 
gratitude and wished 
the Midgets luck at 
state.     
 

 
 
 
 

Good Luck Seniors    
We would like to wish the Midget/JV seniors 
the best as they close out their High School 
hockey career. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Back:  Nathan Ganrude, Trace Brueske, 
Jay Gunderson, Ivo Cerman 
Front:  Danny Christianson, Ben Holzer, 
Kyle Case 
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Bantam       
Onalaska Holmen Bantam Banter:  
After a season of tough play in the MN 
District 8 League, the Bantam A team 
won their playdown game on Feb. 15th 
vs. Menomonie 8-1, to send them off to 
the State Tourney in New Richmond 
March 14 and 15.  Our boys stood strong 
through 2 defeats and managed the 7th 
place win against the New Richmond 
Tigers in overtime.  It was by far the 
BEST 7th place game EVER!    
Earlier this season, the team took first 
place in the Altoona Classic Tourney 
February 27-March 1. They outshot 
opponents from Eau Claire, Beloit, and 
Superior 3 to 1 over the weekend, 
allowing only 5 goals total. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PeeWee A       

This years Pee Wee A team had a very 
successful season, finishing 8-5-3 in a 
very competitive Minnesota Youth 
Hockey League.  Their overall record 
was 24-13-3. The team also earned first 
place tournament finishes in Mason City 
Iowa, Sparta and Chippewa Falls. They 
enjoyed an exciting 6-5 overtime win 
against New Richmond to qualify for the 
State Tournament.  The entire team 
appreciates everything Coach Steve and 
Coach Scott did this year! Your 
dedication and guidance were much 
appreciated.  Great job kids, and thanks 
parents for all of your help and support! 
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PeeWee B       

PeeWee B wins consolation 
championship at State 
The 2008-2009 Tornado Youth Hockey 
PeeWee B team (Sponsored by Ray 
Hutson) won the consolation championship 
at the 2009 WAHA PeeWee 2B State 
Tournament in Onalaska March 7 and 8.  In 
winning their last two games, PeeWee B 
proved to be one of the better 2B teams in 
the State. 
This year’s PeeWee B team played a 
WMHL Division One schedule against the 
other league’s A-teams and in tournaments 
consisting mostly of Wisconsin Division 1B 
teams.  By playing a very challenging 
league and tournament schedule, the 
individual players and the team (under the 
guidance of Tim Taylor, Mike McCaffrey and 
Jarrod Turk) improved greatly from the 
beginning of the season to the end. 
PeeWee B’s league schedule being 
highlighted by wins at home against Sparta, 
Black River Falls and La Crosse.  Our 
tournament schedule included a 2-1 victory 
in a shootout over Eau Claire, a 10-0 
shutout against West Salem and a 3-0 
shutout against Winona. 
At State, PeeWee B lost their opening game 
to the eventual second-place team from 
Ozaukee 5-1.  After defeating Everest 8-3, 
PeeWee B completed their season and the 
tournament by defeating Fox Valley 3-2 in 
overtime.  It was a great way to end a good 
season. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PeeWee C       

PeeWee C ended the year with an 
awesome win to take 7th place at State.  
PeeWee C also played tournaments in 
Tomah and Hudson this season.  
Swimming and video games were a big 
hit for entertainment during tournaments 
and get-togethers.  We will be 
celebrating the end of the season with a 
player vs. parent game at La Crescent, 
followed by pizza, trophies and awards. 

 
 

 



Page 7 of 13     

 
      April 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
Squirt A       
Squirt A Playdowns 
It was going to take two games for Tornado 
Youth Hockey Squirt A to advance to the 
State tournament.  It started Saturday 
morning, at 9:30 against Menomonie at the 
Onalaska Omni Center.  Squirt A jumped to 
a 2-0 lead in the first period on goals by 
Cameron Kertis and Justin Kendall.  They 
then added to their lead in the second with 
Kertis© second goal, which proved to be the 
final margin of victory, 3-0.  Nick Havlicek 
made 15 saves for his ninth shutout of the 
season.  Chazlyn Anderson, Jacob Dirks, 
Morgan Gargaro, and Parker Tepp played 
solid defense in the third period to preserve 
the shutout. 
With their win on Saturday, it provided 
an opportunity to play New Richmond on 
Sunday in Menomonie to go to State.  New 
Richmond scored 40 seconds into the game 
but TYH responded with a goal 7 minutes 
into the first period by Justin Kendall, the 
first of his four goals in the game.  New 
Richmond scored with 0.3 seconds 
remaining in the period to take a 2-1 lead.  
TYH responded in the second period with 
two more goals by Kendall (one a wrap 
around) and led 3-2.  Sam Dabrowski 
entered the zone on a 2 on 1 in the third, 
made a fake pass and roofed a backhand 
shot to put TYH up 4-2, which ended up 
being the game winner (assisted by 
Kendall).  Dabrowski ended the game with 4 
assists.  Havlicek made 10 saves for the 
victory.  Squirt A is on to State! 

 
 
 
SQUIRT A TAKES 3RD PLACE AT 
STATE WITH 7-1 WIN OVER 
HAYWARD      
The Onalaska/Holmen Tornado Youth 
Hockey Squirt A team went to the Wisconsin 
Amateur Hockey Associations State Squirt 
Division 2A tournament March 14 & 15. 
The first game of the tournament TYH was 
able to beat a tough Ozaukee Ice Dogs 
team 5-1.  TYH scored first in the second 
period and led 2-1 after two periods.  TYH 
outshot the Ice Dogs 21-2 after two periods.  
TYH Squirt A took control in the third period 
with three unanswered goals.  Griffin 
Treanor had two goals and Justin Kendall, 
the Hat Trick.  Onalaska/Holmen outshot the 
Ice Dogs 37-5 for the game; goaltender Nick 
Havlicek had 4 saves in the game.  Playing 
solid defense in the game were Chazlyn 
Anderson, Jacob Dirks, Morgan Gargaro, 
and Parker Tepp. 
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Squirt A (cont.)      
The second game was against the Fox 
Valley Blades (eventual tournament 
champion).  Fox Valley jumped out to a 2-0 
lead, which was cut in half on a power play 
goal from Sam Dabrowski.  The second 
period both teams exchanged goals, TYH’s 
by Kendall. Our best chance to tie the score 
in the second period came on a partial 
breakaway by Sam Lass, but Fox Valley’s 
goalie stood tall.  The third period saw the 
Blades add two more goals, one on a power 
play to win 5-2.  This was only the seventh 
game all year that TYH was outshot, 28-19.  
Goaltender Havlicek had 23 saves.   
That put TYH in the third place game 
against Hayward.  The team came out flying 
and scored four goals in the first 7 minutes 
of the game.  Hayward scored their only 
goal as the first period ended.  TYH added 2 
goals in the second and one in the third.  
Scoring goals in the Third Place game was 
Dabrowski (Hat Trick), Treanor, Cameron 
Kertis, Kendall, and Jacob Dirks.  Justin 
Kendall also earned a playmaker in the 
game.  Cameron Oberweiser and Will Post 
also added an assist each.  TYH outshot 
Hayward 29-15 in the game. 
Overall record for the year was 32-5-2, 
outscoring their opponents, 268-57.  The 
team also participated in tournaments in 
Mosinee (1st Place), Mason City, Iowa (2nd 
Place) and Onalaska (2nd Place). 
Congratulations to the Squirt A team and 
coaches on a wonderful season!  Way to go! 
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Squirt B        
AN AWSOME SEASON! 
Looking back on our hockey season . . . 
wow! Did it go fast!  We are so proud of 
our kids and coaches, they all gave 
“110%”. They not only won the League but 
they gained a whole bunch of new friends. 
These kids learned so much from their 
coaches and from each other. By “putting 
some mustard on the puck” we had some 
awesome passes and plays, even some 
tricky ‘dump passes’ that amazed the 
parents and coaches. Our two goalies 
stopped, blocked and protected their 
hearts out! Some activities we did this year 
outside of hockey were: rock climbing, 
sledding, a spaghetti dinner, Action City 
and all the fun pool time at the hotels! 
After the kids mastered doing “push-ups” 
(dolled out by Coach Joe), we searched 
out some tougher competition, playing 
some A teams, which was a good 
experience for the kids. Our overall stats, 
including all of our tournaments and non-
league scrimmages were 13 wins and 14 
loses. 
Ending our season we had a tournament 
at Middleton, unfortunately a few players 
short due to the flu and whatever else was 
going around but the other kids stepped it 
up and did awesome! 
We are having our end of the year party in 
April and will probably get together over 
the summer. These kids, coaches, and 
families worked so hard this year they 
deserve a pat on the back!! 
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Squirt C        
2008-2009 was an exciting season for the Squirt C 
(Purple) team.  The kids made it a fun year for the 
parents.  Squirt Purple played in the Division II 
WMHL, finishing in 2nd place.  The only 2 loses in 
league play were lost in overtime.   
In early January 2009 Squirt Purple attended a round 
robin tournament in Black River Falls.  They faced 
teams from Altoona, Black River Falls, and North 
Lakeland.  For the 1st tournament of the year they 
made it quite exiting.  A loss by one goal to North 
Lakeland, a tie with Black River Falls, and a tie with 
Altoona left it up to a tie breaker for 2nd place.  
Unfortunately it was not their time, but it was 
evidence that this team had potential for bigger 
things to come.  
This team found its league play completed early in 
January.  Leaving them to find competition in 
tournaments and elsewhere.  In January, the team 
picked up non-league games against Hudson and 
Coulee Region Girls U12.  Although neither of these 
games brought them a win, there was no hint of 
defeat in these players.  This was quite obvious by 
watching the singing and dancing they did as they 
left the rink regardless of a win or loss.  Ask them if 
they had fun and everyone is quick to respond with a 
LOUD YES. 
Moving into late January and early February found 
the team traveling to Chippewa Falls for its first 
official away tournament of the year.  This was a 5 
team Round Robin including teams from Barron, 
Marathon County (Wausau), Eau Claire and 
Chippewa Falls.  Onalaska/Holmen played strong all 
weekend.  A win against Barron, Chippewa Falls, a 
tie with Marathon County and a close loss to Eau 
Claire placed the team in 2nd with a trophy to bring 
home.  This was the teams first time placing in a 
tournament and you could see the joy in every 
player’s eyes.  The team spent time together all 
weekend swimming, eating and visiting Action City 
in Eau Claire.  This time together really brought the 
team together and helped prepare them for what was 
to come. 

Early February found Squirt C hosting a home 
Tournament with very tough competition.  Joining 
Squirt C in Onalaska were, Ozaukee, Green Bay, 
McFarland, Ames, and Sauk Prairie.  Their home 
tournament was tough, but if you ask them if they 
had fun they would all say YES.  The love this team 
has for hockey far out ways the desire to constantly 
win. 
The excitement continued on Saturday, February 
14th when the team traveled to Menomonie to 
compete for the Region 6 Squirt 2C championship 
and a chance to move on to the WAHA State 
Tournament.  The team faced a strong defensive 
New Richmond team.  This game was a nail biter 
with the Onalaska/Holmen Tornados prevailing 4-3 
in the last minute of the game. 
With play downs out of the way and school out for 
the day, the team took a break and traveled to a 
Wisconsin Badger Men©s hockey game on February 
20th.  On the way to Madison the team stopped in 
the Wisconsin Dells and enjoyed a day at the 
Wilderness indoor Water Park.  The Badgers played 
Denver that evening and ended up losing in 
overtime.  But what a way for this team to celebrate 
an outstanding season. 
Late February found the team preparing for State by 
attending an 8-team 1C tournament in Eau Claire.  
Again this team gave everyone a weekend to 
remember.  They found themselves facing a tough 
Eau Claire team early on, moving them into the 
consolation bracket.  A second game win over 
Marathon County sent them to the consolation 
championship game.  The challenge of facing 
another Eau Claire team for the Consolation trophy 
was met head on.  The team won and brought home 
yet another trophy to be proud of.  Saturday 
afternoon you could find the team at Action City 
playing laser tag with their coaches.   
One week before State found the team playing 
Tomah©s Squirt A team to keep the edge on.  
Although they did not win this game they did have 
fun and learned what they needed to work on over 
the next week.   
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Squirt C (cont.)      
Squirt C headed to State knowing this was the last 
time most of them would play together.  However, 
the only thing on most of their minds was winning 
and bringing home a trophy.  The first game of the 
tournament found them playing Ozaukee Green for a 
second time this year.  This game was bright and 
early.  However, you would not have known it the 
way they played.  A close first game found them 
moving into the consolation bracket.  A win over 
Fox Valley found them playing a tough Arrowhead 
team for consolation championship.  Knowing a win 
over Arrowhead would have them bringing home a 
State Trophy was all the incentive this team needed.  
Every game they played at State was a close one and 
found them bringing home yet another Trophy.   
The players on Squirt C kept everyone guessing all 
year long.  It was exciting watching every single one 
of them develop into team players.  2008-2009 will 
remain a foundation year for this young team.  With 
only 4 of the 14 players moving on to Peewees next 
season, these are the players to watch.   Keep your 
eyes open and I bet you see most of them on the ice 
this summer in La Crescent.  There is nothing 
stopping them now.   
CONGRATULATIONS SQUIRT C!!! 
THANK YOU FOR AN EXCITING YEAR!!! 
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Mite A       
This years Mite A group was filled with highs, 
lows, in-betweens, but above all, FUN.  Most 
parents and children alike experienced their first 
year at the traveling level.  Kids on the team can 
say the 3 away tournaments were most 
memorable.  Parents too reminisced on festivities 
associated with being away for the weekend.   
Defensemen Connor Hefti, Ryan Gargaro, Nick 
Haas, and Nick Post were among key players this 
year to keep the puck out of the front of our 
opponent’s net.  Faced with challenging teams 
this season, these boys took their game seriously 
and were able to keep goalies Ben Havlicek and 
Jack Weber relaxed yet on edge when those 
unavoidable odd man rushes posed a threat to the 
game.  Each young man played with heart and 
soul.  Obvious improvement was seen throughout 
the season for these boys.   
Goalies Jack Weber and Ben Havlicek were able 
to stop the majority of shots throughout the year 
and despite being faced with challenging 
situations, managed to keep the tone of the game 
alive.  Take special note that flames on a goalie 
helmet becomes very intimidating for the 
opponent!! 
Our forwards, Christian Dehning, Connor Duncan, 
CJ Lass, Braedon Monroe, Cody Dirks, Ben 
Havlicek, Ryan Wink and Justin Anno had some 
great rushes on goal this year.  From the face-off 
to the corners, these boys were dynamic at 
getting to the puck.  Between breakaways and 
fighting in the corner, they were able to get the 
puck out front and into the net.  Several great 
passes and shots took place between the 
forwards and defense, solidifying them and 
making them a better team.  At the state 
tournament in Janesville, playing forward at the 
time, Nick Haas scored the lone goal making the 
season complete. 
The season was filled with great moments, 
memories, and most of all at this age, FUN!! 

Top ten takeaways from this year: 
1.   Parents now can say, “It was the paper 

mill” when approached with the question, 
“Who did that.”   (An excerpt from several 
vehicles—Mosinee, Dec. 2008). 

2. Some parents need to be restricted from 
microphones 

3. I put my money on Jeff Dehning for  
Chuck-A-Puck 

4.   Don’t let parents sleep in their cars 
between tournament games; it makes 
them grouchy (Things aren’t so funny in 
the morning)!! 

5. Coach Dirks has made a new rule to his 
assistant coaches, “No McDonalds before 
the games.” 

6. Funny things happen when the pool is 
open 24 hours!! 

7. A good manager is hard to come by…. 
we’re still looking! 

8. If drum sets are in sight, you best let 
Coach Bob play them! 

9. Do Octopi hibernate?  Jeff, that is a 
question for you. 

10. It was great to see kids sad not because of  
winning or losing, but because the season 
has once again come to a close.  These 
kids will miss one another because of the 
cohesion and bonding they developed this 
year.
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2009 Mite Jamboree     
Tornado Youth Hockey hosted its annual 
Mite Jamboree on February 15th 2009 for 
area in house mites.  We had 12 
beginner mite teams and 5 intermediate 
teams. We had approximately 185 
skaters from: Onalaska/Holmen, Winona, 
LaCrescent, Viroqua, Sparta and 
LaCrosse. All skaters played two games 
with everyone receiving a medal at the 
end of the day.  Making them all first 
place winners. It was a great tournament 
with some awesome mite action hockey.  
We had an outstanding number of 
parents, grandparents and friends come 
to watch these kids play.   We would like 
to thank everyone who helped work the 
tournament, donate items for the goodie 
bags, and that came to support their 
skaters. 


